
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE PARSONS

Those gathered on the dais receive a sprinkled reminder of their baptism from Bishop Bickerton and Rev. K. Karpen. 

Rev. Laurel Scott introduces 
a video about the end of the 
Central Jurisdiction when 
the UMC was born in 1968.

Take Heart: God is in Charge
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY

In a service marked with 
the words of Martin Luther 
King Jr. and a call to recon-
ciliation over the divisions 
created by the racially 
segregated Central Juris-
diction, the laity and clergy 
of the New York Annual 
Conference came together 
for opening worship on 
Thursday afternoon. The 
conference also shared in 
a remembrance of baptism 
and the sacrament of Holy 
Communion.

A new seating arrange-
ment with round tables on 
the arena floor prompted 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
to remark, “You can tell it’s 

a Methodist gathering. We 
can change the room, but 
the front’s still empty.”

The bishop offered a 
message charged with some 
stark realities, but with a 
clear message of the hope 
that is found in Jesus Christ. 
Relying on the words from 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 4, he 
noted the apostle’s use of 
the word heart.

In a time filled with med-
ical warnings about being 
heart healthy, “we are suf-
fering from a heart disease 
that has nothing to do with 
cholesterol or triglycerides,” 
the bishop said. “We live 
with heartaches every single 
day. Something pierces our 

souls everyday. Something 
to discourage you; some-
thing to tempt you to be less 
than God calls you to be.”

But Paul persevered 
through it all, through the 
hardships and the impris-
onments, and went about 
encouraging others.

“The miracle of the story 
is that Paul’s faith and love 
remained intact through it 
all,” Bickerton said. “Paul 
never lost heart.”

The bishop admitted, 
that like Paul, there are 
many things to pull us 
away from God – some 
external, some internal. Fear 
and a lack of trust are fuel 
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ing much of the hurt in today’s world. 
And there are those who just want to 
pull people down.

“It’s hard to be heart healthy with 
someone you think is out to get you,” 
he said.

The bishop expressed his love of 
annual conference and stated that 
with all that’s going on in the world, it 
seemed more important than ever this 
year to meet face to face so that we 
might build each other up.

“It’s important for us to love each 
other,” Bickerton said. “If you don’t 
feel the spirit in this place today, it’s 
not God’s fault!”

Maybe the answer for those gath-
ered could be as simple as it seemed 
to be for Paul. He didn’t have to figure 
out for himself. He had faith in Jesus 
Christ.

“It’s all about a heart of faith; trust 
in God’s providential care,” the bishop 
said. “Prison, beatings, and even the 
foolishness of others could not ulti-
mately harm his soul.

“We’ve got a guy in our history like 
that. John Wesley failed in secular life, 
and then went to Aldersgate and dis-
covered what he needed,” the bishop 
said.

He shared the story of a fall that 
put his father, Jim, in the hospital with 
broken vertebrae. He could barely 
speak and there was concern that he 
might not live. But at the end of a 
pastor’s visit to his father, they paused 
to pray. And the words of the prayer 
came not from the pastor, but from his 
father. It was a prayer of gratitude for 
life and his family. 

“[My dad] had every reason not 
to pray that prayer, life was in the 
balance, but the words crossed his lips 

with clarity and conviction,” Bickerton 
said.

So are your plans turning to disas-
ter? the bishop asked.

Take heart.
Do you have nothing to show for all 

your efforts?
Take heart.
Are you bearing the weight of 

world on your shoulders?
Take heart.
“We can be healed by power of 

God at work in and around us,” he 
said. “Take heart! God is still in charge 
and it can be, it will be well, with our 
soul.”

And the bishop sang to punctuate 
his point, “I sing because I’m happy, I 
sing because I’m free. God’s eye is on the 
sparrow, and I know he watches me.

In the call to reconciliation that fol-
lowed the sermon, Rev. Melvin Boone 
read the fitting line from King’s Nobel 
Peace Prize speech: “Love is the key 
to the solution of the problems of the 
world.”

Take Heart & Love One Another

Calling All UMCOR Kits!
All kits for UMCOR are due at the 

booth on the arena mezzanine by 5 
p.m., Friday. The truck will be packed 
Friday night and the kits delivered to 
the Mission Central depot in Pennsyl-
vania on Saturday.

Bishop Sally Dyck of the Chicago Area, who will preach 
during services today and tomorrow, is no stranger to the New 
York Annual Conference. She was the guest preacher when 
the conference kicked off its Imagine No Malaria campaign in 
2012.

Bishop Bickerton and Bishop Dyck have also been bringing 
their cabinets together annually since 2016 to share informa-
tion and ideas, as well as to support one another.

She was consecrated as a bishop in 2004 and first served the 
Minnesota Conference before being assigned to the Northern 
Illinois Conference.

Dyck will preach this morning at the Service of Legacy, 
Remembrance, and Truth, and at Saturday’s Service of Commissioning and 
Celebration.

Bishop Dyck Returns to NYAC to Preach

The Korean United Methodist Women 
presented an offertory dance.
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BY JENNIFER HARMER
The laity session, “Living the Means 

of Grace,” started with an introduction 
to the session by Roena Littlejohn, con-
ference lay leader. Following a time of 
memorial expression and the reading 
of Matthew 22:36-39, guest speaker, 
Dr. Grace Cajiuat, began sharing what 
she had in store for the laity.

Cajiuat, a UMC elder in Wisconsin, 
is an internationally recognized musi-
cian, minister, and professor.   

Here are some highlights of the 
points made by Cajiuat:

n Collective wisdom that makes 
it happen – how it needs to happen 
comes from the center.

n We are immersed in God’s grace. 
God’s grace is our energy field that 
comes from living in that same grace.

n Living the means of grace: The 
four quadrants from the Wesleyan 
ways of grace were explored in discus-
sions at each table.

Quadrant 1: Individual works of 
piety: Part of our practice to focus our 
thoughts, hearts, and make time with 
God. Includes prayer, study of scrip-
ture, fasting, meditation, devotional 
reading, and regular worship.

Quadrant 2: Individual works of 
mercy include teaching, helping, ser-
vice in the congregation, giving to the 
poor, and service beyond the congre-
gation.

Quadrant 3: Corporate works of 

piety include prayer, study of scrip-
ture, fasting, accountability, giving 
to the church, and celebration of the 
sacraments.

Quadrant 4: Corporate works of 
mercy include visiting in hospitals, 
prisons, and shelters; mission projects, 
goodwill visits to non-Christians, and 

serving the poor.
n There are usually four perspec-

tives present in every church:
Individual/Church: What’s in it for 

me?
Group/Church: Exhibits an “us” 

versus “them” mentality
Individual/Global Church: Brings 

out the competitive, “My church . . .”
Group/Global Church: Makes 

connections. “We” is more important 
than “me.”

n Use John Wesley’s 3 General 
Rules to create a congregational be-
havior covenant

Do no harm: Behaviors or activities 
that the group agrees are negative 
or unproductive and that will not be 
tolerated.

Do all the good you can: Behaviors 
and activities that the group agrees 
will build strong, healthy relationships 
and the congregation covenants to do 
intentionally.

Attend to the ordinances of God: 
Behaviors and practices of the Chris-
tian faith that build positive feelings 
and help strengthen the group.

n How are we relevant? We need 
to go back to our roots and be true to 
God. Our heritage is vital and alive.

The session ended with a challenge 
to think about how the laity, as leaders 
within the NYAC, will do no harm, do 
all the good we can, and attend to the 
ordinances of God.

Laity Session Explores Living in God’s Grace
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Laity explored the intersection of works of piety and mercy during table discussions at the Thursday evening session.

Dr. Grace Cajiuat encouraged laity to 
live more fully into God’s grace.



Kathy Montreuil, left, of Babylon UMC, and Becky Lowe 
of Rondout Valley UMC scrape and vacuum a deck in 
preparation for painting at a home in Seaford, N.Y. Several 
members of the NYAC joined forces with UMARMY for a 
pre-conference day of mission on Wednesday at homes in 
Seaford, Levittown and Hicksville.
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Leading Off With Mission

BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
The clergy session saw 

four candidates receive final 
approval as elders in full 
connection and nine others 
were confirmed for provi-
sional status.

 “I have witnessed the 
faithfulness and gifts of the 
clergy (in the NYAC) . . . I 
have seen the gift of God 
that dwells deeply within 
you,” Bishop Thomas J. 
Bickerton said, after reading 
the Ephesians 1 passage in 
which the Paul expresses 
gratitude for the faith of the 
people.

“We share a call,” he said, 
“to build relationships with 
those we serve.”

The bishop expressed 
gratitude for a new role he 
will soon take on – that of 
grandfather – and for the 
undying support of his 
wife, Sally.

But he told the group, 
“You are my job . . . the lat-
est result of my calling.

“I rejoice when you 
rejoice, I weep when you 
weep,” Bickerton said. “I 
am heart-broken when 
things have pierced and 
hurt you” – such as biases 
that target based on race, 
gender, sexual orientation, 
or immigration status.

He admitted that he feels 
the weight on his shoulders 
and expects that in eight 
to 12 months the church 
will know better where it is 
going.

“But we have to move 
beyond winners and los-
ers,” the bishop said, “We 
need to mobilize to share 
God’s grace and love.”

Bishop Bickerton asked 
the clergy to move forward 
with him by focusing on six 
“s” words.

1. Sense the tender vul-
nerable moment the church 
is in. Recognize that the 
hurts across the aisle may 
be different than yours, but 
the “feelings are eerily sim-
ilar.” He lamented a church 

leader in another conference 
declaring war on the 2019 
special General Conference. 
Putting a spin on familiar 
scripture, he said, “As for 
me and my house, I aim to 
be a lover not a fighter.” He 
urged that mean-spirited 
social media posts on social 
media be replaced by words 
of grace and love.

2. Stay the course. Learn 
to breathe deeply and 
search for the heart of peace 
in all you do. Remember 
the calling that is at work 
within you.

3. Stick to the mission. 
There are pathways and 
possibilities for us in that 
Jesus Christ can transform 
lives. We must be about 
changing the rhetoric.

4. Start a covenant 
accountability group. We 
want clergy to want to be in 
a group, to be in intention-
al relationship with other 
clergy.

5. Shoulder the burden 
of another. We’ve been 
obsessed with building 
“extreme silos” for years, 
be they cultural, geograph-
ical or theological ones. We 
need to “tear down the silos 
and see the pain and hurt” 
inside.

6. Set aside regular time 
for fasting and prayer. 
The bishop shared that he 
would be fasting and pray-
ing on Friday mornings, 
and invited the clergy to 
join him in this practice.

Ordinands: Melissa 
Hinnen, Steve Young Dong 
Kim, and Sharon Pet-
grave-Cundy

Elected as full member: 
Jongbum Lee

Provisional elders: J. 
Michael Cobb, Jacob Hanbin 
Eun, Akio Iyoda, Jane H. 
Kim, Samuel Jaesam Lee, 
Hyoungkyu Park, Claire 
Hojung Wu, and Seung 
Kwon (Joseph) Yang

Provisional deacon: A. 
Jordan Scruggs

Ending the Day With Prayer
Bishop Bickerton, center, receives the prayers of three 
clergy members – Alex da Silva Souto, Ximena Varas and 
Heather Sinclair – at the anointing service. The service pro-
vided some respite from the long first day of conference.

PHOTO BY STEPHANIE PARSONS

Bishop to Clergy: Mobilize To 
Share God’s Grace and Love


