
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
In the spirit of solidarity with the New Sanctuary Movement and immigrant communities across 
Connecticut, we are writing to request you sponsor an upcoming event on October 12th, 2017—
Comic Relief: An Inter-Faith Fundraiser for the Immigrant Bail Fund, which will be held at 
7pm at Congregation Mishkan Israel at 785 Ridge Road in Hamden, CT. The event will feature 
family-friendly stand-up comedy by Muslim, Jewish, and Christian comedians, plus testimony 
from local survivors of immigration detention. 
 
The Immigrant Bail Fund—a project led by the Connecticut Immigrant Rights Alliance, Unidad 
Latina en Acción, and the Connecticut Bail Fund—is a brand-new organization that helps to pay 
bail for Connecticut residents who would otherwise remain in federal immigration detention just 
because they cannot afford bail. Immigrants who are detained while facing possible deportation 
are five times less likely to secure legal counsel than non-detained immigrants; and those without 
counsel are twice as likely to end up deported. By freeing immigrants from federal detention, the 
Immigrant Bail Fund keeps our families and communities whole, allowing our neighbors to fight 
deportation from a position of freedom. When their cases are disposed, the bond money returns 
to the revolving fund. Launched in February 2017, the Immigrant Bail Fund has already freed 
eight people from incarceration. It is the first organization of its kind in the entire nation. 
 
Given the rise of racialized xenophobia, Islamophobia, and fear-driven anti-immigrant politics, 
the time is now for the inter-faith community to stand in solidarity with migrants worldwide. As 
more and more immigrants (including women, children, asylum seekers, and lawful permanent 
residents) are stripped of their human rights and held in inhumane jails on the margins of society, 
it is critical for faith leaders and civic organizations to embody the timeless values of universal 
love and mercy. For these reasons, we invite you to join us as sponsors of this event.  
 
Sponsorship entails four components: (1) endorsement (putting your organization’s name on the 
event); (2) assistance with turn-out (getting members to attend); (3) sending a delegate to a pre-
event planning meeting at 6:30pm on Sept. 27th at Congregation Mishkan Israel in Hamden; and 
(4) an optional (but highly encouraged) financial contribution from your organization to the 
Immigrant Bail Fund. On the next page is a list of sponsoring organizations to date. 
 
Check donations should be out to Community Bonds, Inc. with Comic Relief in the memo line. 
Mailing address: 129 Church Street, New Haven, CT, 06510. All contributions are tax exempt.  
You can also give online at: www.immigrantbailfund.org/take-action. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact us. Thank you for your consideration, and we hope to see you soon! 
 
     Peace and Blessings, 

                
Rabbi Herb Brockman    Rev. Paul Fleck 
Congregation Mishkan Israel    Hamden Plains United Methodist Church 



Sponsoring organizations to date 
 
Religious organizations 

• New York Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
• Bridgeport Islamic Community Center 
• First Presbytarian Church, New Haven 
• Immigration and Refugee Task Force of the Unitarian Society of New Haven 
• Shalom United Church of Christ (donating $2500) 
• North Haven Congregational Church 
• Hamden Plains United Methodist Church 
• Spring Glen Congregational Church 
• St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
• Bridgeport Council of Churches 
• Episcopal Church in CT, Hispanic Metwork Ministry 
• Episcopal Church of Holy Spirit, West Haven 
• Episcopal Church in CT, Inter-faith Network Ministry 
• St. John’s Episcopal Church, Bridgeport 

 
Secular Organizations 

• Make the Road CT 
• CT ACLU 
• Connecticut Immigrant Rights Alliance 
• Unidad Latina en Acción 
• Connecticut Bail Fund 
• Brazilian Immigrant Center 

 
And more… 


