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INTRODUCTION 

The All Africa Conference of Churches has come a long way since its founding at a meeting 

in Ibadan, Nigeria, on 10th- 19th January 1958 .The organization has stood to become the 

ecumenical voice of the African Church dwelling on authenticity themes and later to issues 

of human dignity to date. The Theology Advisory Committee met in Nairobi ,Kenya from 

7th to 8th of June 2016 to share and inform about the contextual issues affecting Africa in its 

different regions and the committee recommended some issues to be integrated in the 

AACC programmes as it continues to advocate and bring awareness to the continent .In 

that meeting , the proposed theme for the 11th General Assembly was presented and 

participants finally agreed on the theme , “Respecting the Dignity and God’s Image in 

every human being” Genesis 1 :26-27 .The committee adopted this theme after a thorough 

consideration of all previous AACC General Assembly themes ,specifically the theme of the 

Jubilee Assembly in Kampala ,Uganda in 2013 . This explains how the 7th theological Institute 

2016 derived its theme as a way of beginning to popularize the AACC 11th General Assembly 

to be held in 2018, in Kigali Rwanda. 

REFLECTION ON THEME 

The theme of the Theological Institute was  respect for the “Dignity and God’s Image in 

every Human Being . Human Beings should be the principle component of God’s image and 

the object of the exercise. Respecting Human Dignity offers people increased control over 

their lives, the environment and their destiny. It is through the Dignity of God’s Image that 

people are able to achieve full realization of their God given potentials and become fully 

human . 

The Church has the theological and prophetic task to incarnate its spiritual programs into 

the socio-economic programs of the people. This is the only way in which the Church will 

remain relevant to the people, whom it is trying to save .Consequently the churches need 

to develop a theology of human dignity which is essentially an extension of the theology of 

creation , incarnation ,redemption and sanctification .The 7th Theological institute explored 

the following themes : 

 Theological Responses and Conceptual Reflections on Human Dignity as God’s 

Image (Gen 1: 26-27);  

 Theological Reflection on Stewardship and Caring for God’s Creation; (Gen 1: 28) 

 Theological Education as a tool for Promoting Gender Justice and Human Dignity 

in our Church: African Context Today and;   

 Towards a Theological Response to Religious Conflicts, Radicalisation and Violent 

Extremism in Africa. 
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OBJECTIVES 

 To reflect theologically on the theme of the AACC 11th General Assembly 2018: 

“Respecting the Dignity of God’s Image in every human being” (Gen 1: 26-27); 

 To conduct Contextual Bible Studies (CBS) on the theme; 

 To produce reflection materials, hymns, lectionaries etc on the theme as 

preparations for the AACC 11th General Assembly 2018; 

 To share and reflect on success stories or case studies of how Respecting the Dignity 

of God’s Image in every human being in Africa has worked; 

 To share mission theological insights that foster the dignity of the peoples of Africa; 

 To reflect further on ecumenism as a basis for effective mission of the churches in 

Respecting the Dignity of God’s Image in every human being in Africa; and  

 Share varying experiences and expressions of mission among the churches in Africa 

and explore ways of ecumenical perspectives on Respecting the Dignity of God’s 

Image in every human being. 

PARTICIPANTS 

The 7th Theological Institute brought together Young Academic Theologians, Religious 

Specialists and Practitioners, Human Rights Advocates and Pastors to reflect on the above 

themes. The following churches and 18 countries were represented with a good geographical 

representation across Africa: see the attached list of participants. 

PROCEEDINGS 

DAY ONE 

No major business, it was arrival and registration day  

DAY TWO 

An introduction to the AACC 11th General Assembly Theme: “Respecting the Dignity 

and God’s Image in Every Human Being” -Rev. Dr. Andre Karamaga   

The Secretary General gave opening remarks by introducing the theme for the Theological 
Institute ,which paves way for the 11TH General Assembly to be held in Kigali ,Rwanda 2018. 

He explained the composition of the General Assembly and the path that had been taken 
since the first General Assembly till today . 

He urged the theologians to put more effort in developing theological views in a society that 
has been faced with much ideological views .He raised concern over the kind of theology 
being propagated by some of the mushrooming Pentecostal churches . 
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Information on African Christian Biography Prof. Mugwambi 

He highlighted the point that Africa has few theologians whilst facing a high rate of 

independent churches mushrooming  whilst Europe has many theologians but declining 

churches .It was important for young people to embrace theological studies and have  

intentional theological views and input in society. He also regretted the situation that many 

African theological stories are passing without being documented or captured , urging 

young people to take an action in documenting the African theological stories and deposit 

such on an online database namely: Dictionary of African Christianity Biography 

http://www.dacb.org/  

He also talked about the theology of reconstruction and highlighted that Theology has a 

transforming power in alleviating poverty .Africa needed to tap this power . 

 

Biblical Reflections on Human Dignity and God’s Image: Reference to Gen 1:26-27

 Rev. Prof  Diphus Chosefu Chemorion 

He introduced and defined  what is referred to as human dignity , and the position of man 

within God’s intention of creating the world . He spoke about the imago dei , which is a 

unique quality that set apart humans as special creation .People are God’s representations 

on earth who reflect Godly traits of Rationality , Relationship and Responsibility . 

Several questions where discussed in groups and feedback reported in a plenary session 

reflecting on ways on which church can be or has been an instrument in safeguarding 

human dignity , ways through which human dignity is disrespected ,ways in which the 

respect of human dignity can be integrated in higher learning institutions and how the 

African Traditional culture undermines human dignity . 

 

Towards a Theological Response to Religious Conflicts, Radicalisation and Violent 

Extremism in Africa Rev. Dr. Joseph Mutei 

The Rev Mutei ,also working with an organization named PROCMURA presented a well 

thought of and action provoking topic towards a theological response to one of the 

contextual problems that have arisen of Radicalisation and Violent Extremism in Africa .The 

topic defined the problems , outlined how people in society become radicalized , the 

vulnerable groups and the theological and practical responses to such phenomenon by the 

church. In his words he alluded “We need a framework that provides not only a right way 

of thinking about conflict from a biblical perspective, but also gives us practical guidance 

on how to deal with it in real life.” It was also brought out that Christians can support well 

meaning  Muslims in challenging Islamist interpretations of Islamic materials, Reach out 

to Muslims out of respect and love rather than out of fear and Christians must live to their 

http://www.dacb.org/
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character of becoming peacemakers  amongst other practical solutions . Dialogue between 

Muslims and Christians was very necessary in countering radicalization and violent 

extremism. 

Later  participants  were put in their groups in which they explored the following questions 

: identifying examples of cases of peaceful coexistence between Christians and Muslims in 

respective contexts  ,areas in which radicalisation take place and the enablers ,discussing 

the effects of violent extremism in our society ,explaining the main ways in which Christians 

can be involved in countering radicalisation, violent extremism and religious conflicts and 

what can be done to build peace among different faith communities in Africa. Afterwards 

reports were done during plenary and the responses were  captured . 

The Theological Institute also hosted the launching of some new  theological publications  

authored by the AACC and also by Dr Kabue who is blind through EDEN publishers . 

Towards an African Theology of Life with Dignity by AACC , Disability in Africa – Resource 

Book for Theology and Disability and Perspectives on Disability – A Resource for 

Theological and Religious Studies in Africa by Dr Kabue .  

DAY THREE 

The Secretary General had just introduced and highlighted the importance of Contextual 

Bible Study in Africa especially faced with several societal challenges that really require the 

gospel to be contextualized . He said that the Holy Bible was written by people inspired by 

the Holy Spirit but it was not a dictative from God , it was written within the Jewish ,Greek 

and Hebrew contexts .The culture of the people has a role to frame the good news message 

contextually and become transformative. . He also spoke about the Miracle of incarnation 

in which God chose to come as man and to use man with human weaknesses as agents of 

His Kingdom. The technique of Contextual Bible Study was presented by Rev Hlatshwayo 

and Rev Mwaniki  as a form of reading the bible with the community ,in which the bible is 

taken from the pulpit and given to the community for interpretation with a facilitator . It 

was also described as a way of reading familiar texts in unfamiliar ways and reading 

unfamiliar texts in familiar ways .Features of a CBS , challenges  and steps in developing a 

CBS were also discussed . 

Groupwork was done to practice CBS by having two reflections one was done in plenary on 

Exodus 18 V 1-27 about the Advise of Moses to Jethro on servant leadership .As as practice 

role plays were also done illustrating benefits of delegated servant  leadership and another 

highlighting the dangers of non delating leadership. 

Contextual Biblical Reflection  on Stewardship and Caring for God’s Creation           ( 

Gen1:28) Rev. Prof  Diphus Chosefu Chemorion 
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The Professor begun by giving some pictorial images showing the effects of human activities 

on natural landscape through deforestation and bad methods of farming and excavations. 

The story of creation was introduced and pointed out that man was created in the image of 

God and given a task to keep and maintain God’s creation . The command to be fruitful, 

multiply, fill the earth and subdue it and rule over the rest of creation is theologically known 

as the cultural mandate also referred to as “creation mandate” and “development mandate” 

Human beings are blessed and given a responsibility of developing a culture as God’s 

representatives. He defined culture as whatever humans do in response to the mandate of 

subduing the earth or what they do in addition to what God has provided . 

Within the cultural mandate elements of stewardship as a call to worship in  cultivating and 

keeping God’s creation were emphasized . 

Following the presentation a second groupwork Contextual Bible Study was done  on  

Stewardship and Caring for God’s Creation ( Gen1:28) .Responses were submitted and 

captured . 

DAY FOUR 

Biblical Reflection on Respecting the Dignity of Children  Rev. Alfred Wonyaka 

A brief reflection was given from the bible  in showing that children were a treasure from 

God who need protection and love from everyone .Examples were sited where Jesus used 

children to indicate humility and meekness of children which was necessary for everyone 

who want to enter the kingdom of God and also how the baby Moses was protected from 

Pharaoh. 

Churches were encouraged to develop policies to safeguard children within their contexts 

,Churches which already had standing policies on child safety were commended. It was also 

encouraged to include children often  in the ministry of the Church also in the worship 

liturgies  and to give maximum attention to them when they are in Sunday school. 

Participants were urged to respect the dignity of children whenever interacting with them   

 

Theology as a tool for promoting gender Justice and Human Dignity in Africa  

 Prof Esther Mombo 

The presenter lamented that theology as  part of religion that  requires brains ,  sometimes 

it has been easily used as a tool of seclusion siting an example of women in the ordained 

ministry and other theological caucuses .She highlighted three 3 main challenges according 

to the topic namely Theology ,Human Dignity  and Gender Justice .Theology has been 

identified to be inherited and not contextual ,too academic and not spiritual and seem to 

be meant for a particular group of people . The hierarchical nature, patriarchal nature and 
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various forms of inequality and violence in institutions and churches have contributed 

much to gender injustice. Human Trafficking, Political Repression, Exclusion , 

marginalization and discrimination pose a serious dent in human dignity in our African 

society today . She emphasized the need for theology to be used as a tool because all umans 

share in the divine  image of God ,humans are called to live in community ,humans are 

called to worship (where true worship is to unburden the oppressed and fellowship ) and 

that it should reflect the character of Jesus through challenging systems of injustice and 

always seeking to establish the kingdom of God which is peaceful and just .It must aim for 

transformation and renewal of the world  and also  must include engagement with the 

gospel kingdom values with social political- economic sectors . 

In a continent faced with Disease, illiteracy ,unemployment , homelessness, crime ,Gender 

in equality  which are both socio-political economic matters and religious-ethical spiritual 

matters, theology should seek to intervene and stand as the image of God . 

In conclusion it was pointed out that the Christian message of salvation or life in abundance 

cannot be maintained meaningfully in the face of social ills of gender inequality,  poverty 

and violence and that the salvation message becomes meaningless if it does not translate 

into political and socio economic liberation .  

At the end of the summit each participant was issued a certificate of attendance . 

 

CONCLUSIONS /LESSONS LEARNT 

 The theological institute constituted contextual reflections which are relevant to the 

status quo in Africa and therefore forms a good foundation especially when we seek 

to be prophetic witnesses to the gospel of Christ within our own context of Africa . 

 It is important to acknowledge the value of human dignity as it helps us to interact 

with one another in peace and unity. 

 The message of salvation is a transformative one , and as such it is important to 

contextualize theology in Africa with the immediate challenges we are facing and 

seek to challenge systems of injustice and inequality. 

 The experience through the Institute resonated with some theological education we 

had undergone as Global Mission Fellows in areas of ; The image of God , the 

character of Incarnation , Prophetic witnessing to the gospel ,Respecting dignity of 

children , the theology of Creation Care and issues of Gender Justice and human 

dignity . 

 Exposed to the strength and relevance of Contextual Bible study and I hope to carry 

it along with in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ in society and to witness a holistic 

form of gospel that is transformative and renewing of society . 

 The need to document and share inspiring African theological stories that relate to 

and inspire the people in the context we work in 



PAGE 7 

 I wish to remain connected with the AACC connection up to and beyond the 2018 

General Summit as the theological institute allows Young theologians to reflect 

more deeply on issues in an independent platform and also engage and exchange 

ideas with fellow Young theologians . 

 

 

Pictures 

 

Figure 1 Dorcas Ewoodzie receiving participation certificate from secretary general AACC ,Rev 
Dr Andre Karamaga  
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Figure 2 Shandirai Bwawa showing his certificate of attendance 

 

Figure 3 the plenary session in progress showing participants 

 

Figure 4 Professor Esther Mombo makes a presentation during the institute 
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Figure 5 Dr Kabue (blind) officially cuts the ribbon launching his books during the institute 
and also launching the AACC books as the deputy secretary general Rev Hlatshwayo looks 
on. 

 


